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The Pastorôs Message 
 
GRATEFUL 
 
I am thankful for you, Godôs beloved people. 
 
At first glance, it might seem that I am a month 
early with this message.  After all, Thanksgiving 
is in November.  But this title is inspired by the 
following conversation that I have had several 
times in the past two weeks in various forms: 
 
Person: So, howôs it going? 
Me: Great! 
Person: Really? 
Me: Yeah! I LOVE September at Emanuel! Itôs 
like a family reunion with everyone back. And all 
kinds of good things are starting again. Iôm so 
thankful for God and these people and this place! 
 
One of my colleagues, for whom I led a small 
group of pastors in their first three years as new 
ministers, said to me, ñSee? Thatôs why you were 
so good as our group facilitator! You have such 
enthusiasm for what you do. And youôve been at it 
for 34 years!ò 
 
What can I say?  Iôm grateful. 
 
And I know you are, too.  Oh, maybe not always 
consciously. And sometimes itôs easy to feel down 
and only look at the hard times and the challenges. 
But, overall, we are blessed more than we can 
comprehend.  And, sometimes, more than we ap-
preciate or acknowledge. 
 
Thatôs the issue, by the way. One sure way to 
change your perspective from gloomy to hopeful 
is to find something for which you are thankful. 
Just one thing. (Which usually leads to other 
things!) 
 
And then respond. Thank someone for a kindness. 
Write a note/email/text to the person who has had 
a positive impact on your life or who champions 
your values or cares for your loved ones oré  As 
writer Diane Butler Bass says, ñéa life of thank-
fulness [holds] out new possibilities for hope, joy, 

and love.ò  Not just for you but for the person or 
people with whom you interact. 
 
It would be deceptive of me not to mention one of 
the most powerful ways to show gratitude: give! 
Letôs not even talk about money, right now (but, 
yes, please, letôs talk about money).  Letôs talk 
about that most important giving, that of your 
SELF. Writing that note is giving. Sharing your 
thanks in person is giving. Continuing to support 
the causes that are meaningful to you is giving. 
Taking time is giving. 
 
And sharing your resources, to the extent of your 
ability and gratitude, is giving.  As I mentioned 
above, thatôs one of the things that makes me so 
thankful to be your pastor: Youôre many expres-
sions of gratitude, especially to God. None of the 
wonderful things that are happening in this com-
munity of faith would be possible without #1: 
GOD and #2: your faithful response. 
 
So, you see, itôs all about God and you/us. Please 
know that your resources of self, energy, time, 
prayer, money, song, talent, compassion, leader-
ship, humor, and on and on are needed and appre-
ciated.  For all of these and for what we yet will 
do together, I am already grateful. 
 
Yours in Christ, Pastor Paul 
 
 
Important P.S.  Financially, itôs been a  rough 
summer here at Emanuel. It usually is but this 
summer seems to have been a little worse. Please 
prayerfully consider how you can continue to 
support Godôs work through your generosity. We 
need to do this together, in gratitude for all God 
has done for us. Thanks. 
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Notes from Social Ministry 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Our faithful group of knitters and crocheters have been at work 
through the summer.  They made prayer shawls in college colors for each of our graduating high 
school seniors: Jacob Brooks, Sarah Bruni, Gregory Esposito, Eddie Olsen, and Billy Riefenhauser.  
They are also working on Baptismal prayer shawls for up-coming baptisms.  Four baby blankets were 
donated to the Maria Fareri Childrenôs Hospital. 
 
Social Ministry Gifts from our budget line and the Mary and Martha Fund: In June we donated 
10 new childrenôs books to the Houston School District Literacy Project, which was one of the service 
projects of the ELCA Youth Gathering.  We also sent $100 to Habitat for Humanity, $150 to Hudson 
Link, $100 to the Lutheran Counseling Centerôs Silent Samaritan Fund, $100 to Koinonia, and $200 
to the Deposit School District Red Feather Fund.  We have received thank-you notes from each of 
these groups, and all have indicated how these gifts make a difference in peopleôs lives.  
 
Helping those affected by Hurricane Florence:  As the waters recede and damage assess-
ments are made, the long road to recovery begins.  As ELCA Lutherans we can walk beside those 
impacted by Hurricane Florence through gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response.  LDR stays involved 
until recovery is complete, 100% of gifts received are used to help people.  You can give on-line at 
www.ldr.org or through Emanuel.  Put cash or a check made out to Emanuel with disaster on the 
memo line into a pew envelope, designating it for Disaster Response, and put it in the offering plate. 
 
Seafarers: On Sunday, October 21

st
, Pastor Marsh Drege, Director of Seafarers International 

House, will be at Emanuel to give a temple talk at both services and a presentation at the adult edu-
cation hour about the ministry of SIH to seafarers and asylum seekers. We will begin our in-gathering 
for Christmas-at-Sea in November. Meanwhile you might want to take advantage of October sales to 
purchase items needed for these satchels: a hooded or unhooded sweatshirt in M, L, or XL; a casual 
t-shirt in M-L-XL; 3 pairs of thermal or white crew socks; knit winter cap.  Scarves are optional, but 
they should be about 40ò long without fringe. 
 
Thank-you for your generosity in giving to others whenever an opportunity presents itself.  Godôs 

Work. Our Hands. 

Advocate for passage of a strong Farm Bill.  
 
As residents of a metropolitan area, it may seem as though the Farm Bill 
has little impact on the lives of people in our area.  But, the Farm Bill is an 
omnibus piece of legislation.  It is complex and covers a range of topics.  
It is the primary agricultural and food policy tool of the federal govern-

ment, and it comes up for renewal every five years, and 2018 is a year for renewal. 
 
One of the provisions in the Farm Bill is SNAP, formerly known as Food Stamps, and this program affects food-
insecure people across the country. About 20% of Westchester residents are food insecure, and many of them depend 
on SNAP benefits to meet their daily food needs.  It has been estimated by Bread for the World, that food banks, 
food pantries and meal programs, provide only 5% of the food that those coping with food-insecurity need; the rest 
comes from SNAP benefits.  These benefits are not lavish, providing an average of $1.35 per meal.   
 
Some legislators in Congress want to cut these benefits.  On October 14th we will be observing Bread for the World 
Sunday and there will be a temple talk to give you more information about the 2018 Farm Bill, and how you can ad-
vocate with your representatives to pass a law that can help put the United States on track to end food insecurity and 
hunger in our country.  Jesus makes it very clear that we are to care for the vulnerable people in society, and Godôs 
call to feed the hungry resonates throughout the Bible.  Donating to food pantries is a vital part of this work, but so is 
advocacy to assure that policies are in place that help provide for peoplesô needs.   
 

http://www.ldr.org
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Hand Bells 
 
The ringing session has begun 
- we are always open to new 
ringers. Please contact me if 
you have any interest -even it 

is one session to learn how to ring bells.  
 
On Oct 14th during education hour, we will 
be presenting an overview of our trip to 
New Zealand and Australia. Come and 
hear what the ringers did over the sum-
mer.  
 
We are continuing our Scrip Gift card pro-
gram with Abi Gray taking over the coordi-
nator role. Our next scrip order will be tak-
en on October 14.  Thank you for your 
continued support of the ringers. 

Mark your Calendars 
 

 The Annual Crafts Fair will be held on the   Sat-
urday before Thanksgiving,  

November 17 From 10 am to 3 pm. 
Itôs time to get crafty and creative, whatever your 
medium, to highlight your talents by making 
items for the Crafts Fair. You can donate items to the    Emanuel Crafts table 

or have your own vendor table.   
 

          FOOD TOO! There will be a Bake Sale Table  
and a lunch of soup & sandwiches.   

 
If you would like to have your own table or know a crafty person who would,  

  Contact Donna Vitetta at 914-672-1209 or                
 donnavitetta@gmail.com.    

PHOTO DIRECTORY 
 
Many of you have seen the 
(old!) small trifold brochure 
in the pews with the photos 
of  members. Its time for a 
new edition...with you ALL 
included! 
 
Each member/family will receive a free photo 
and a copy of the directory.  Purchase of    
additional items is not required (though, 
these should be in in time for the holidays)  
 
Photo dates with Lifetouch are set for   
November 12, 13 & 14th. 2pm-9pm.  
 
You can sign up on your own through the 
website ( emanuelelc.org) or with our         
volunteers on Sunday morning. 
 
Hope to see you there AND in the book! 
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Mary Magdalene Icon 
 

Mary Magdalene has a special place among Jesusô disciples and she was the person to whom he first appeared on 
Easter as a witness to his Resurrection. According to tradition, after Jesusô Ascension, Mary Magdalene presented 
herself to the Emperor Tiberius Caesar in Rome to proclaim the Resurrection of Christ and held an egg in her hand 
to illustrate her message. She exclaimed what is now the universal Easter proclamation among Christians, ñChrist 
is Risen!ò to which the emperor replied that Jesus had no more risen than the egg she held was red. Immediately 
the egg turned red and the Emperor then heeded Maryôs complaints about Pilate condemning an innocent man to 
death and had Pilate removed from Jerusalem under imperial displeasure.  
 
For many cultures, even before Christianity, the egg was a symbol of creation, spring and rebirth and took on a 
new meaning for Christians after the Resurrection and Easter eggs were shared as a joyful symbol of Christian 
hope. Because of this tradition, Orthodox Christians exchange red eggs at Easter. In iconography, Mary Magdalene 
is often portrayed holding a red egg as well as the vessel of ointment she carried as one of the ñointment bearing 
womenò who went to the tomb of Jesus on the first Easter morning. 
 
Lynne Beard  
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Deacons Nancy and Vicky took a road 
trip to Maryland to deliver all of the 
kits we put together on  Gods Work 
Our Hands  

Gods Work Our Hands  Sunday 
                             ðevery one helped to pack up ! 


